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Hello everyone!

My name is Daisy Merriman and I am the ALT at Niihama Nishi High School. I moved here from England in
November last year and the last few months have gone by so fast! This is my first-time visiting Japan and I
moved here with very limited Japanese language.

During the last five months, I have slowly adjusted to Japanese culture which is so different from my own.
However, I still encounter daily challenges such as writing my address in kanji and trying to buy the correct
groceries! I have also experienced how kind and welcoming Japanese people are and they have made daily
life much easier. Some things have become natural, like saying “¥i3&X5ZE V& every morning, but some
things still surprise me like ice-cream vending machines!

[ am very lucky to be at Nishi High School and [ feel like a part of the school now. My co-workers help me
with my Japanese and I love speaking with them in English too. I have tried so many interesting Japanese
snacks and find myself laughing and smiling every day. My favourite
part of being an ALT is talking with the students and playing fun
games with them. [ hope that they enjoy English lessons with me.

Outside of work, my life is busier than ever. Since moving to Japan, |
have become more active and have tried new things like snowboarding
and hiking. I love the beautiful nature in Ehime and waking up to the
mountains every day. There is a great international community here
so I would recommend living in Nithama to anyone! I hope there are
more adventures in the future!
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